Your Name & Address

Date

Hon. Theresa Oswald
Minister of Health 
302 Legislative Building

450 Broadway

Winnipeg, MB  R3C 0V8

Dear Minister,

As a resident of Manitoba, I am writing to you about a decision by Health Canada some time ago to approve the medication Revlimid for the treatment of multiple myeloma.

Insert a brief paragraph outlining your personal story and the link you have to multiple myeloma.  Try to mention the importance medications have played in your experience.
Multiple myeloma, a cancer of the plasma cells, is an incurable but treatable disease.  Plasma cells, which are made in the bone marrow, normally develop into antibodies that help fight infections.  In myeloma, abnormal plasma cells, called myeloma cells, grow uncontrollably, crowding out the normal blood cells in the bone.  This can bring symptoms such as fatigue, recurrent infections and pain resulting from bone fractures, which disturb the body’s balance of minerals and prevent other organs, such as the kidney and nerves, from working properly.  According to the Canadian Cancer Statistics 2008, the total number of new cases of multiple myeloma diagnosed in that year was estimated at 2,100.  In Manitoba in 2005, 70 new cases of multiple myeloma were diagnosed. 
As medications are an important cornerstone of treatment for people with this life-threatening disease, Revlimid is a vital new treatment that must be made accessible to patients in Manitoba.

That is why I am asking that you immediately provide Revlimid as a choice to patients and their health care providers in Manitoba through public funding.

Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Your Name     

Cc     
MLA
 Myeloma Canada
